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Tall Fescue Solution: What Homeowners Should Know

What It Is

o Tall Fescue is a wide-bladed grass that grows in
clumps, often tough and resilient.

e Common tall fescue is used for pastures and
roadsides, it is undesirable in home lawns.

e Tall Fescue is often mistaken for Crabgrass.

Important: Some newer varieties, called Turf Type Tall
Fescue, have narrower blades and can be used as a
desirable turf grass.

How to Remove Tall Fescue

1. Herbicide Treatment:
o Use a product containing Glyphosate (e.g., Round Up) to treat the Tall Fescue.
o Treat while the grass is green and actively growing for complete effectiveness.
o Wait 7-10 days after treatment before reseeding.
o Caution: Keep the herbicide off desirable turf — it will kill other grass.
2. Reseeding:
o Use a quality seed mixture — in Northeast Ohio, most lawns use a Kentucky Bluegrass and
Perennial Ryegrass mix.
o Avoid seed with annual or weed seeds, which may introduce Tall Fescue again.

Preparing the Seed Bed

Loosen the soil so it can hold moisture and roots can grow.
o Small areas: use a hoe and rake
o Large areas: consider a tiller
Smooth the soil after loosening.
Seed in two layers:
o First, rake the seed lightly into the soil
o Then, broadcast more seed over the top
Cover with PennMulch or Peat Moss to retain moisture
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Seeding Care

e Water daily to keep the soil moist until seeds germinate.
e Seeds will sprout quickly and evenly if kept moist.
o After three weeks, water less frequently but more deeply to encourage strong root growth.

Bottom Line: Removing Tall Fescue and reseeding with the right grass mix will help restore a healthy,
uniform lawn. Proper soil preparation, watering, and high-quality seed are key to long-term success.
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