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Summer Patch Disease: What Homeowners Should Know

What It Looks Like : 5
Summer Patch primarily affects Kentucky Bluegrass lawns. Symptoms e
include:

e Circular patches 4-6 inches in diameter with orange-brown
coloring

e Patches can quickly expand to 12 inches or join together,
forming larger areas of damaged turf

o Sometimes the center of small patches may remain green

Important: Summer Patch symptoms can mimic other diseases. The
only way to confirm is by sending a sample to an accredited plant lab.

When It Happens

e Summer Patch becomes active during hot summer months, especially when soil temperatures are 75—
85°F.

o It affects the roots, making it difficult for the grass to survive periods of stress, even if the leaf blades
appear green at first.

Cultural Management (Prevention & Lawn Health)
Proper lawn care can reduce the risk and severity of Summer Patch:

e Overseed with Kentucky Bluegrass varieties resistant to Summer Patch

e Core aerate in spring and fall to encourage deep root growth

o Water deeply and infrequently to a depth of 6 inches, only when necessary

e Water early in the day so leaves dry before evening

e Avoid watering in the late afternoon, evening, or at night during hot, humid weather
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Treatment Options
e Preventive fungicide applications starting in the spring can reduce severity

o Fungicides after symptoms appear often have limited results
e Preventive applications should be repeated every 28 days while conditions favor the disease

What to Expect

e Summer Patch can adversely affect the appearance of your lawn
e During high soil temperatures in summer, root growth and recovery are limited
e Most recovery occurs in fall, when growing conditions improve

Bottom Line: Healthy lawn practices, proper irrigation, and resistant grass varieties are your best defense.
Fungicides can help, but prevention and ongoing care are key to minimizing damage.




