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Snow Mold: What Homeowners Should Know

What It Looks Like

Snow Mold appears as white or gray
patches of matted grass. You may
notice:

e Pinkish borders around some
matted areas

o Damage appearing anytime from
the first snow cover until late
spring, usually by April 15

What Causes Snow Mold?

e Snow Mold is caused by airborne fungi that thrive under prolonged snow cover and wet conditions.
e Winters with excessive moisture, extended snow cover, and temperatures between 32—45°F increase

the likelihood of the disease.
o Leaving grass too tall going into winter also raises the risk, though even well-cut lawns can be affected

under the right conditions.

How to Manage Snow Mold

o Rake Damaged Grass: As soon as the snow melts, rake matted areas to allow air circulation and light
to reach the grass.

o Be Patient: Most lawns grow out snow mold damage naturally during the spring.

e Reseeding: In severe cases, reseeding may be necessary to repair damaged areas.

Prevention

o Resistant Seed Blends: Choose a seed mix with resistance to Snow Mold when planting or overseeding.
e Proper Mowing: Maintain the correct mowing height and frequency to keep turf healthy.
o Fall Lawn Care: Avoid leaving grass excessively tall before winter.
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Treatment Options

e Chemical treatments are generally difficult to time and often ineffective due to the unpredictability of
SNOw.

e Lawns with a history of Smow Mold may consider a preventive application before the first snow and
repeat as needed if conditions remain favorable.

o Because snow and weather patterns are unpredictable, it can be nearly impossible to perfectly time
chemical prevention.

Bottom Line: Snow Mold is largely weather-dependent, but most lawns recover naturally in spring with
proper care, mowing, and reseeding if needed.




