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Red Thread Disease: What Homeowners Should Know 
What It Looks Like 
Red Thread disease appears as pinkish-red threads on the tips 
of grass blades. From a distance, the lawn may have a reddish 
or brownish cast. 

• During dry weather, the affected areas turn brown to 
brown-red, which is when the disease is most noticeable. 

What Causes Red Thread?  

• Red Thread is caused by airborne fungi. 
• It thrives during prolonged dampness or frequent 

rainfall. 
• The disease usually appears in May and lasts until 

environmental conditions change. 
• It affects susceptible lawns when grass, excessive 

moisture, and fungus come together. 

How to Control Red Thread 
The right strategy depends on your lawn goals, but properly cared-for grass usually recovers naturally. 

• Healthy Lawn Practices: 
o Fertilize regularly to keep grass growing. 
o Water properly during dry periods to allow turf to outgrow 

damaged areas. 
o Mow at the correct height and frequency. 
o Bag clippings to remove infected tops of the grass plant 

and reduce spread. 
• Disease Treatments: 

o Preventive applications may be used for lawns with a 
history of Red Thread, applied before the disease appears 
and repeated during wet conditions. 

o Curative treatments stop the disease from spreading but 
do not repair damage already done. The grass must grow 
out the affected areas. 

o In persistent conditions, retreatment every three weeks may 
be necessary. Contact our office to schedule treatment. 
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Cultural Practices for Prevention 

• Choose a grass seed blend resistant to Red Thread 
when establishing or overseeding your lawn. 

• Shut off sprinklers during periods of frequent rainfall. 
• Water deeply but less frequently during dry periods to 

help grass recover. 

With proper care, Red Thread rarely causes permanent damage, 
and your lawn can recover fully with time and maintenance. 

 


