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Mushrooms and Fairy Ring in Your Lawn

Why Do Mushrooms Appear?
Mushrooms can be fascinating, but large colonies can damage turf and become a nuisance. They need three
things to grow:

1. Organic material in the soil
2. High moisture levels
3. Favorable temperatures

During wet periods, mushrooms thrive on decaying organic matter in your lawn. They will continue to appear
until the conditions change or their food source is gone.

How to Manage Mushrooms

e There are no fungicides available that completely eliminate mushrooms in lawns.

e Most homeowners simply remove mushrooms manually—by raking, mowing, or breaking them up. This
helps reduce their presence but does not stop them from returning.

e Focus on removing or reducing the food source (organic debris) to help limit growth.

Safety First

e Do not eat wild mushrooms. Misidentifying mushrooms can lead to serious illness or death.
e Leave identification to experts and never rely on casual guesses.

What is Fairy Ring?

Fairy ring is a lawn issue caused by fungi growing
on excessive organic matter in the soil. Signs
include:

o Dark green circles or half-circles in your
lawn

o Circles ranging from the size of a basketball
to the size of a bus

e Occasionally, mushrooms may grow in these
dark green rings

e Sometimes, the affected grass may turn
brown
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Managing Fairy Ring

e Regular lawn care—fertilization, proper watering, and core aeration—can often reduce the appearance

of fairy ring to acceptable levels.
o In severe cases, it may be necessary to remove the affected soil down to about 6 inches and replace it

with fresh topsoil, then reseed and cover with PennMulch or Peat Moss.

With consistent care, both mushrooms and fairy rings can be managed while keeping your lawn healthy and
visually appealing.




