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Grub Infestation: Protecting Your Lawn 

What Are Grubs? 
Grubs are the white, “C-shaped” larvae of various beetles. 
Beetles lay their eggs in late spring or early summer. Finding 
one or two while working in your lawn is normal. 
Signs of Grub Damage 
Grubs feed on the roots of grass, causing the turf to loosen 
and pull up easily—almost like new sod or loose carpet. 
Affected grass may wilt or die. 

• Damage from grubs can look a lot like drought stress. 
• Skunks and raccoons may dig up your lawn while 

searching for grubs, causing additional damage. 

When to Treat 

• Prevention is Key: The best defense is a Grub 
Prevention Treatment, applied before an 
infestation occurs. 

• Curative Treatment: If grubs are already causing 
damage, a curative application is necessary. Both 
prevention and curative treatments must be watered in thoroughly. 

• Spring or Early Summer Damage: If you notice grub damage in spring, it’s usually leftover from the 
previous year. While grubs may still be present, they aren’t actively harming the turf, so curative 
treatment isn’t needed yet. Instead, schedule a prevention treatment to protect your lawn from the next 
generation. 

What to Expect After Treatment 

• Grubs take 2–4 weeks to die after a curative application. 
• They stop feeding shortly after the treatment is watered in. 
• Damaged turf will not repair itself immediately. Proper watering encourages grass to grow out the 

damaged areas, and reseeding may be necessary. 
• Large grubs may require two applications, and lawns with excessive thatch (½” or more) may be 

difficult to fully treat. 
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Grub Prevention 
For full-season protection, a Grub Prevention Treatment can be applied in spring or early summer while 
beetles are laying eggs. We apply this late spring into early summer. This is your grub insurance policy. This 
treatment is absorbed by the grass roots, effectively turning the roots into a grub-safe barrier. It does not harm 
people, pets, or other plants. One application can protect your lawn for the entire season. Customers on our 
Grub Prevention Program who have any grub related damage; we will apply a curative and repair any areas 
killed off by the grubs for no additional charge. We highly recommend to all customers to get on our Grub 
Prevention Program. It is much better to be proactive than reactive to grub damage. The curative product is also 
more expensive than the prevention.  

If you had grubs previously, it is likely the skunks or raccoons will be back next year to look for the grubs they 
found before. Even if you do not have grubs they will come back and tear up areas just looking for where they 
have found them before. 

 


