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Dollar Spot Disease: What Homeowners Should Know 
What It Looks Like 
Dollar Spot Disease shows up as small patches of white to light brown turf. You may notice light tan bands 
crossing the grass blades—these are telltale signs of the disease.  

 

 

 

 

 

What Causes Dollar Spot? 
This disease is caused by fungi are present in the soil. It thrives in warm, humid conditions. When the 
weather, turf, and fungus come together, Dollar Spot can appear on susceptible lawns.  

How to Control Dollar Spot 
The right action depends on your lawn goals, but the good news is: properly cared-for grass usually recovers 
without permanent damage. 

• Maintain Healthy Grass: Keep your lawn growing through dry periods with proper watering and 
fertilization. Healthy grass can naturally outgrow the affected areas. 

• Mowing Practices: Mow at the proper height and frequency to keep turf healthy. 
• Watering Tips: Water deeply but less often during dry spells. Avoid watering in the evening, and turn 

off sprinklers during periods of frequent rainfall. 

Chemical Treatments 

• Preventive Applications: For lawns with a history of Dollar Spot, applying preventive fungicide 
treatments before symptoms appear can reduce outbreaks. 

• Curative Applications: These stop the disease from spreading but do not repair damage already 
done. The grass will need time to grow out the affected areas. 

• In persistent cases, retreatment every three weeks may be necessary. Contact our office to schedule 
treatment if needed. 
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Cultural Practices for Prevention 

• Choose a grass seed blend that has some resistance to Dollar Spot and other common turf diseases. 
• Proper mowing, watering, and fertilization are essential for turf health and disease prevention. 

With the right care, Dollar Spot rarely causes permanent damage, and your lawn can recover fully with patience 
and proper maintenance. 

 


