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Dog Lawn Damage: Protecting Your Lawn from Pets

Why Dogs Can Hurt Your Lawn

Even the cutest dogs can sometimes create
unwelcome spots on your lawn. Pet urine and feces
contain concentrated nitrogen and salts, which can
damage turf. Despite popular myths, no diet change
or product will completely prevent this type of
damage, according to both our observations and
university studies.

Practical Ways to Prevent Damage

1. Dilute the Spot Immediately (Effective but Impractical)
o If you catch your dog right after they urinate, you can water the spot to dilute the nitrogen.
o While this works, it can be difficult to do consistently.
2. Train Your Dog to Use a Designated Area (Highly Effective)
o Choose a spot in your yard for your dog to relieve themselves.
o Gravel, river rock, or a mulch area works well.
o Training puppies is especially easy and helps prevent future lawn damage.

Repairing Damaged Lawn Areas

e Dig out the damaged sod, including at least 2” of soil beneath it.

o Fill the area with fresh soil and reseed using a quality seed mix.

e For most Northeast Ohio lawns, Kentucky Bluegrass and Perennial Ryegrass mix works best. Avoid
seeds containing annual grasses or weeds.

e Cover newly seeded areas with PennMulch or Peat Moss to help retain moisture.

Seeding and Care Tips

o Keep the seeded area consistently moist until the grass begins to grow.

o After about three weeks, water less frequently but more deeply to encourage strong root growth.

e Some weeds may appear along with the new grass. Do not use weed control products until the grass
has been mowed at least four times.

e We do not apply weed controls to newly planted areas during regular treatments—patience is key!
Remove weeds once the turf has matured.



