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Crabgrass: What You Need to Know 
What is Crabgrass? 
Crabgrass is a wide-bladed grass that tends to appear every 
year starting in June. It’s an annual plant, which means it dies 
each fall when the first frost hits. However, it leaves behind 
seeds that will sprout again in the spring, so you’ll see it 
reappear each summer. 

Is It Really Crabgrass? 
Not all wide-bladed grasses are crabgrass. Many other grasses 
may look similar but are perennial and stay green year-round. 
One easy way to tell crabgrass apart: it dies each fall and 
reappears in June. 

How to Prevent Crabgrass 
Prevention is the most effective way to keep crabgrass under 
control. Here are the main strategies: 

1. Keep Your Lawn Healthy and Thick 
o Healthy, dense grass naturally competes with crabgrass. 
o Tips: mow properly, water during dry spells, fertilize regularly, and overseed or slit-seed bare or 

thin spots. 
2. Apply a Pre-Emergence Treatment in Spring 

o This prevents crabgrass seeds from germinating. 
o Note: heavy rain or drought can reduce its effectiveness. 

What If Crabgrass Shows Up Anyway? 
Even with careful prevention, weather can sometimes let crabgrass slip through: 

• Heavy spring rains may wash away the protective treatment. 
• Very dry soil can crack, giving crabgrass seeds a place to grow. 

We apply a pre-emergent crab grass control fertilizer with the first-round applications each year, if crabgrass is 
an issue we will spot-treat any crabgrass at no extra charge. 

Keep in mind: crabgrass can be tricky to control. Some situations may require multiple treatments, and success 
depends on the plant’s growth stage and weather conditions. 



 

2 
 

Good News: The first hard frost will kill crabgrass, giving you another fresh start to prevent it next spring. 

 


