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Billbugs 
What You Need to Know to Protect Your Lawn 

 

What Are Billbugs? 
Billbugs are small beetles that can cause significant damage to turfgrass.  

In late spring (typically May), adult billbugs lay their eggs inside individual 
grass stems. When the eggs hatch, the larvae feed from inside the plant, 
tunneling downward into the crown and roots. This feeding damages the 
grass from the inside out. 

 

When Does Damage Appear? 
Billbug damage usually becomes visible in: 

• Late June 
• July 
• August 

Affected areas may look like: 

• Brown or thinning patches 
• Grass that appears drought-stressed 
• Turf that pulls up easily due to root damage 

Because this damage often occurs during hot, dry weather, it is commonly mistaken for lack of water. 
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The Good News: Healthy Lawns Recover Better 

Proper Watering 
Consistent watering during dry periods helps lawns: 

• Outgrow minor damage 
• Recover more quickly 
• Reduce overall stress 

Core Aeration 

Regular aeration: 

• Reduces thatch buildup 
• Improves water and nutrient movement 
• Promotes deeper, healthier roots 

Excessive thatch increases drought stress and can make 
damage more severe. 

 

Already Seeing Damage? 
Once visible damage appears, treatment is no longer effective for that season. At that point, we focus on repair 
and future prevention. 

Lawn Repair Options (Best Done in Early Fall) 

September is the ideal time for seeding in our area. 

Depending on the extent of damage, we may recommend: 

• Core Aeration & Overseeeding 
• Spot Seeding 
• Slice Seeding 

Fall repairs allow your lawn to re-establish and come back strong next spring. 


