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Bentgrass in Home Lawns

Bentgrass produces an extremely fine-textured, dense, and uniform turf when intensively managed. It is most
commonly used on golf course greens, where it receives specialized, high-level care.

However, Bentgrass is not recommended for residential lawns. The level of maintenance required to keep
Bentgrass performing at golf course standards is typically not practical for homeowners. In home lawn settings,
Bentgrass often struggles during the heat of summer, may brown out, and can be easily pulled up due to its
shallow root system. It is also highly susceptible to insect damage and lawn diseases.

Addressing Bentgrass in Your Lawn

The most effective solution is to remove the Bentgrass, and replant affected areas with a more suitable turfgrass
variety.

Bentgrass can be controlled with a glyphosate-based product, such as Roundup®. For best results, apply the
treatment while the Bentgrass is green and actively growing to ensure complete absorption and effective

control. After application, wait 7-10 days before reseeding.

Please use caution when applying glyphosate, as it will damage or kill any desirable turf it contacts.
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Selecting the Right Seed Mixture

Choosing a high-quality seed blend is essential for long-term success. In Northeast Ohio, most lawns perform
best with a mix of Kentucky bluegrass and perennial ryegrass.

When purchasing seed, carefully review the label and avoid mixes that contain annual grasses or weed seed. In
many cases, Bentgrass becomes established due to the use of improper seed during previous lawn repairs.

Seeding and Ongoing Care

After the 7-10 day waiting period following treatment, prepare the seedbed by loosening the soil. Proper soil
preparation helps retain moisture and encourages strong root development. Small areas can be prepared using a
hoe and rake, while larger areas may require a tiller. Once loosened, rake the soil smooth.

For best results:
e Spread the seed evenly and lightly rake it into the soil.
e Apply a light second pass of seed over the surface.
e Cover with a thin layer of PennMulch or Peat Moss to help retain moisture.
Keep the area consistently moist with light, daily watering until germination occurs. With proper moisture, seed

should establish quickly and evenly. After approximately three weeks, transition to less frequent but deeper
watering to promote strong root growth.

Let Us Help You!

We do offer seeding in the fall. If you would like to have us take care of your bentgrass problems just give our
office a call and we can get you scheduled and put together a plan to kill off and reseed your lawn!



