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Ascochyta Leaf Blight 
What It Looks Like 
Ascochyta leaf blight shows up as large, irregular straw-colored or bleached 
patches in your lawn that can appear very suddenly — often overnight. Up close, 
infected grass blades may look like the tips are dying back from the top 
downward, leaving green lower parts of the blades. Sometimes tiny darker flecks 
(fungal fruiting bodies) are visible on dead leaf tissue with a magnifying glass.  

From a distance these patches can look like drought stress, but they develop much 
faster and are caused by fungi. It can also show up in tracking form. Meaning, 
leaving an appearance of footprints or tire tracks across the lawn.  

 

Why It Happens 
Ascochyta leaf blight is caused by airborne fungi 
that thrive when certain weather conditions occur: 

• Periods of warm and humid weather, 
especially following rain. 
• Sudden changes from cool/wet to hot/dry 
conditions. 
• Frequent mowing, especially on wet grass, 
can encourage the disease by creating entry points. 
• Thatch buildup and inconsistent irrigation also 
make lawns more vulnerable.  
• Activity on the lawn during peak temperatures 

This disease primarily affects the leaf blades — it 
does not typically kill the grass roots or crowns. That means the lawn can 
recover on its own once conditions change.  
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How to Control & Manage Ascochyta Leaf 
Blight 

Healthy Lawn Practices (Most Effective) 

The best way to handle this disease is through proper lawn care: 

• Mow at the right height (about 2½–3 inches) and keep mower blades 
sharp to reduce wounds on grass blades. 

• Avoid mowing when grass is wet, as moisture helps spread the 
fungus. 

• Avoid mowing during peak temperatures, mow less frequently and try to only mow early in the 
mornings or in the evenings when the temperature wont be as high. 

• Water deeply and less frequently, rather than frequent shallow watering — this helps build stronger 
roots and reduces surface moisture. 

• Aerate annually to improve soil drainage and reduce thatch, which helps reduce disease pressure. 
• Maintain balanced fertilization — avoid heavy nitrogen applications, especially in spring.  

 

Treatment Options 
• Fungicides are generally not recommended because the disease is hard to time and does not usually 

cause permanent damage to the turfgrass.  
• The disease often goes away on its own once weather conditions become less favorable for fungal 

growth. 
• The grass will grow out the affected blades as conditions improve — this often takes a few weeks, 

depending on weather and lawns’ health.  

If you’re unsure whether a lawn issue is Ascochyta leaf blight, feel free to contact our office — we can help 
identify the problem and recommend the best care plan. 

 

What to Expect 
Ascochyta leaf blight may look serious, but it rarely causes permanent damage when the lawn is healthy. 
With proper watering, mowing, and maintenance, your grass will fully recover as weather conditions improve. 


