
Anthracnose in the Home Landscape: I 
dentification, Prevention, and Management 

Anthracnose is a common group of fungal diseases that affects many shade trees, shrubs, and ornamental plants in home landscapes. 
While rarely fatal, anthracnose can cause significant leaf loss, twig dieback, and aesthetic damage—especially during cool, wet spring 
weather. Understanding how anthracnose develops and how to manage it can help protect the health of their landscape.  

What Is Anthracnose? 
Anthracnose refers to diseases caused by several closely related fungi that infect leaves, stems, flowers, and fruits. These fungi thrive in 
cool, moist conditions, particularly during spring when new growth is emerging. 
Different fungi cause anthracnose on different plants, but the symptoms and management strategies are similar. 

Plants Commonly Affected 
Anthracnose can affect many landscape plants, including: Acer (Maple), Quercus (Oak), Platanus (Sycamore) below, Fraxinus (Ash), Cor-
nus (Dogwood) and others. Although anthracnose can affect fruit trees and vegetables as well, this article focuses on its impact in orna-
mental and shade landscapes. 

Symptoms to Look For: 

Leaf Symptoms 
• Irregular brown, tan, or black blotches 

• Dead areas along leaf veins 

• Curling, distortion, or cupping 

• Premature leaf drop (often in late spring) 

Twig and Branch Symptoms 
• Small sunken cankers 

• Twig dieback 

• Bud death in severe infections 
In many shade trees, early-season infection may cause dramatic leaf drop. Fortunately, healthy trees typically produce a second flush of 
leaves once weather conditions improve. 

Disease Cycle 
Anthracnose fungi overwinter in: 

• Fallen infected leaves 

• Infected twigs and branches 

• Bud scales 
During wet spring weather, spores spread by splashing rain and wind to newly emerging leaves. Prolonged leaf wetness is essential for in-
fection. Once temperatures rise and conditions become drier in summer, disease activity usually declines. 

Is Anthracnose Serious? 
In most established trees, anthracnose is primarily cosmetic. However: 

• Repeated defoliation can weaken young or newly planted trees. 

• Trees under stress (drought, poor soil, construction damage) are more vulnerable. 

• Severe twig dieback can reduce ornamental value. 
Long-term stress increases susceptibility to other pests and diseases. 

 



Prevention and Cultural Management 
Good cultural care is the foundation of anthracnose control. 

1. Improve Air Circulation 
• Prune overcrowded branches. 

• Space new plantings appropriately. 

• Increase sunlight penetration where possible. 

2. Sanitation 
• Rake and remove fallen leaves in autumn. 

• Prune and destroy infected twigs during dormancy. 

• Disinfect pruning tools between cuts if disease is severe. 

3. Promote Tree Vigor 
• Water during dry periods (especially young trees). 

• Apply mulch (2–3 inches deep) to conserve soil moisture. 

• Avoid excessive nitrogen fertilizer, which promotes susceptible new growth.              Maple Anthracnose 
Healthy trees tolerate anthracnose much better than stressed ones. 

Fungicide Use 
Fungicides are rarely necessary for established landscape trees. 
They may be considered when: 

• A high-value ornamental tree has repeated severe infections. 

• Young trees are being defoliated annually. 

• Weather forecasts predict prolonged cool, wet spring conditions. 
Fungicides must be applied preventively, just as buds begin to break, and may require repeat applications during wet weather. 
Anthracnose symptoms can sometimes resemble other issues such as bacterial leaf scorch, nutrient deficiencies, or frost injury. 

Key Takeaways 

As noted above, fungicides are rarely needed. I do monitor for anthracnose when I visit your property. If 
I note the disease on dogwood trees, I spray to help control and reduce the infection. In the case of larg-
er trees like Sycamore the trees recover on their own when drier weather prevails. 

As always, I am here to answer your questions. 

 


